Industrial mission  -  archived material

A note by the Rev'd Michael H Atkinson MA

1.
The decision to create an industrial mission archive at the John Rylands University Library, Manchester was made in 1977 and in 1978 I deposited quite a quite a substantial volume of material with it.  This included all my papers from the Industrial Mission Association (IMA), of which I was the founding secretary to 1975.  Among the items relating to the Sheffield Industrial Mission were over 200 concerning the theological and managerial crisis of 1963-1966.  

I do not have any checklist of this deposit  -  before computers cams along it would have been very laborious to construct one.  I don't think there is a checklist at the Ryland, but if I had made one there will be a copy at Rylands.  The William Temple Foundation made several typescript descriptions of the whole IMA deposit and I have copies of some of them.  Their detail is not at document-level, but only by categories  

2.
In 1997-8 I deposited a further three boxes of papers at the Rylands, and, by then owning a computer, I kept a record of what was in them written in ClarisWorks 1.0B, System 7.0 British.  I recently made a copy of this record on a Mac-readable 3 1/2" floppy disk, also written in ClarisWorks, and sent this to Dr. Crispin White.  By email 13 December he told me he had been able to acquire a translation into a version readable in a Microsoft language. 

3.
 I retained quite a lot of material which related more narrowly to Bishop E R (Ted) Wickham and to Bishop Leslie S Hunter.  

Sheffield Archive (52, Shoreham Street, Sheffield S1 4SP )holds Ted's and Leslie's personal papers, so it seemed appropriate for me to place my own Wickham and Hunter papers with them as well, and that I did in c. 2004.  

In case this is of interest I have pleasure in attaching a copy of my database of this material deposited at the Sheffield Archive  -  42 items relating to Hunter and 124 to Wickham.  
 

4.
I offered further Sheffield Industrial Mission stuff and general industrial mission material (154 items) to its successor body, Industrial Mission in South Yorkshire (now to be renamed South Yorkshire Workplace Chaplaincy) but they requested I deposit it instead with Sheffield Archive.

I agreed to do that, but, in correction of a statement I made to Dr. Crispin White by email on 14 December 2006, I did not in fact do so and have not done so yet.  There was until very recently a prospect of creating a biography of Ted Wickham, and I thought it more practical that I kept the papers by me rather than in an archive.  They form part of a larger personal ongoing archive of about 400 items.  I now learn that the prospect of such a biography has once again receded so I need to re-think my policy on depositing these papers.  Meanwhile, they remain with me.  

I attach a copy of my database of the contents of this IM material.

5.
I also hold copies of published writings by Ted Wickham, David Price, Leslie Hunter, the Industrial Mission Association, the General Synod Board for Social Responsibility Industrial Committee, Simon Phipps, Philip Bloy and myself.  Among many secondary sources I have stuff by John Oliver, Paul Bagshaw and John Mantle.  With the passage of time this secondary material may not now be readily accessible in public collections.
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